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1. Client and Awarding Office 

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 

Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna, Austria 

Phone: +43-1-5056740-0 Fax: +43-1-5056739 

www.fwf.ac.at 

Contact person: Falk Reckling, +43-1-5056740-8611, falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at 

This invitation to tender has been drawn up in accordance with the (i) FWF Rules on Quality 

and Transparency for Evaluations and (ii) the Evaluation Standards in Research and 

Technology Policy developed by the Austrian Platform for Research and Technology Policy 

Evaluation (fteval). These standards are to be observed by companies submitting tenders. 

1.1. The FWF 

The FWF (Austrian Science Fund) is Austria’s central body for the funding of basic research. 

The task of the FWF is to stimulate and support the further development of science and basic 

research in Austria at an internationally highly competitive level. Thus, the FWF contributes 

fundamentally to the advancement of a knowledge-based society and to the creation of value 

and wealth in Austria. Further information on the FWF’s responsibilities, and the values to 

which it is committed, can be found on the FWF´s website at http://www.fwf.ac.at/. 

2. Objectives of the Contract 

The purpose of the contract to be awarded is to evaluate FWF’s Special Research 

Programmes (“Spezialforschungsbereiche”, SFB). Specifically: 

 to critically review FWF’s present SFB funding programme in order to identify strengths 

and weaknesses, to quantify outcome, output and impact, and to assess the effects of the 

implementation of the recommendations stated by the first evaluation of the programme in 

2004; 

 to provide evidence-based recommendations to the FWF and its supervisory bodies on if 

and how the SFB programme should be continued, improved or restructured; 

 to provide recommendations for the further development of its general funding strategy for 

large centres of excellence in basic research (year 2020 and beyond) to the FWF based 

on evidence and insight. 

The final evaluation report is expected to be delivered by autumn 2019 (see time frame 

below). It will be a basis for decision-making for SFB projects starting in 2020/21. 

http://www.fwf.ac.at/
mailto:falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/decision-making-procedure/evaluation-standards/quality-and-transparency-rules-for-evaluations/
http://fteval.at/en/standards/
http://www.fteval.at/
http://www.fwf.ac.at/
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3. Background 

One of the central goals of the FWF is to foster and sustainably support excellence in 

research in Austria. The support of large research teams that perform cooperative research – 

frequently across the borders of scientific and scholarly disciplines – forms an important 

component of the funding portfolio of the FWF, as well as of similar funding bodies 

internationally. In order to optimize and strengthen the conditions for such research, virtually 

all funding organizations – considering country-specific differences in approaches and 

accentuations – run programmes to establish centres and/or networks of excellence.  

In Austria, the first programme of this kind was established by the FWF in 1975 under the 

name of Joint Research Networks (German “Forschungsschwerpunkte”, FSP), which were 

rebranded later as National Research Networks (“Nationale Forschungsnetzwerke”, NFN). In 

1993, the NFN programme was complemented by the Special Research Programmes 

(“Spezialforschungsbereiche”, SFB). At the time, NFN aimed at bundling research 

capabilities at locations distributed across Austria, thus building up national networks of 

excellence, whereas SFBs focused on supporting regional centres of excellence by 

supporting a critical mass of closely linked, exceptional research groups at a given location. 

The central requirement (“added value”) of an SFB was to contribute to sharpening the 

scientific profile of a specific research location and therefore, in most cases, several 

universities and occasionally other research institutions, such as the institutes of the Austrian 

Academy of Sciences (and others), were involved in an SFB.  

In 2004, both the NFN and SFB programmes were evaluated by an international consortium 

of experts from the Institute of Innovation Research at the University of Manchester – PREST 

(UK), and the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research, Karlsruhe (GER). 

Overall, the outcome of this evaluation was very positive and supportive of these 

programmes. Concurrently, the consortium provided very useful and constructive 

recommendations for the further development of the programmes (see Final Report). 

In 2010, the FWF bodies, based on an intensive and comprehensive discussion process 

within the FWF and between the FWF and the Austrian Scientific Community, decided to 

merge SFB and NFN in the course of various measures, which were undertaken to 

streamline the FWF´s funding portfolio; several characteristics of the NFN were integrated 

into the SFB programme (see FWF annual report 2010 p. 44 ff and the programme 

homepage). 

The mission and objectives of the modified SFB programme were defined as follows: (for 

details see attached SFB programme document, Feb. 2011): 

Mission:  

The purpose of the SFB programme is to strengthen Austria as a location for science and 

research and to enhance the country's international competitiveness by creating sustainable, 

exceptionally productive and internationally visible research units at scientific research 

https://zenodo.org/record/18229
https://www.fwf.ac.at/fileadmin/files/Dokumente/Ueber_den_FWF/Publikationen/FWF-Jahresberichte/fwf-annual-report-2010.pdf
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-programmes/special-research-programmes-sfb/
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-programmes/special-research-programmes-sfb/
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institutions (universities and non-university research institutions), and to support those 

institutions in developing strategic focus areas in their research profiles. 

Objectives: 

1) Support outstanding research in Austria by creating long-term, generally 

multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary and (by international standards) exceptionally productive 

research units (SFBs) which should reach “critical mass”  

2) Expand human resources in science and research and improve gender-balanced 

orientation of research and education; 

3) Achieve broader effects on the Austrian science and research landscape by supporting 

universities and other research institutions in the autonomous creation of focus areas in 

their research profiles and improve public awareness of top-quality research by supporting 

science communication, knowledge transfer and appropriate dissemination strategies. 

For the period 2004-2017, the SFB programme encompassed a total of 26 SFBs with a 

funding volume of € 246.1 million. This corresponds to around 10% of the total FWF grant 

volume in the same period. The overall success rate of SFB proposals is about 10%. 

A specificity of the FWF´s funding approach – in contrast to many funding organisations in 

other countries – is that it strictly adheres to a bottom-up principle in its funding decisions. 

The FWF views its financial and administrative support as an extension of the possibilities for 

scientific and scholarly ground-breaking research rather than as means to promote specific 

research topics, domains or geographical areas (as it would be the case in a top-down 

oriented approach). This bottom-up principle is consequently applied to the SFB programme 

too; it provides research institutions with an opportunity to advance their specific research 

strategies. The formation of the research teams, the choice of research topics and the 

elaboration of SFB proposals that are submitted to the FWF, lies solely in the responsibility of 

the involved scientists/scholars and their respective research institution(s). 

Given the small size of the country, the Austrian research funding landscape appears rather 

fragmented and skewed, with the major share of funding resources being allocated to applied 

and industrial research, especially for large research programmes such as the Competence 

Centers for Excellent Technologies (COMET) of the Austrian Research Promotion Agency 

(FFG). While some of these other programmes allow a limited amount of basic research, the 

FWF is the only funding institution in Austria that offers programmes designed to foster 

centres and/or networks that are dedicated to basic research ideas and initiatives. For the 

time being these programmes are the SFBs and the Research Groups 

(“Forschungsgruppen”, established in 2018). The FWF strategy for the forthcoming years 

(until 2020) proposes the establishment of a new programme, “Transform”, in which several 

funding agencies that cover different sectors of the Austrian innovation system will cooperate 

to promote large research units, which are initially driven by basic research (i.e. bottom-up) 

but envision societal (economic and/or cultural) applications in the long term. Basic 

considerations regarding this programme are outlined in the FWF Strategy Paper 2017-2020 

https://www.ffg.at/programme/comet-competence-centers-excellent-technologies
https://www.ffg.at/programme/comet-competence-centers-excellent-technologies
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-programmes/research-groups/
https://www.fwf.ac.at/fileadmin/files/Dokumente/Ueber_den_FWF/Publikationen/FWF-relevante_Publikationen/fwf_strategiepapier-2017-2020.pdf
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4. Data Availability  

The evaluators will be provided with all data and information available regarding the SFB 

programme and the grantees. Information on the selection procedure (reviewing and 

decision-making) will be available too. For already finished projects (from 2006 until today), 

reviewers will have access to the final scientific reports and ex-post evaluation outcomes 

(see preliminary information listed in the Appendix). 

 All FWF projects (1997 – 2018) can be found in the FWF project finder: 

http://pf.fwf.ac.at/de/wissenschaft-konkret/project-finder 

 FWF Funding Statistics 

Reimann R (2018): Austrian Science Fund (FWF) funding statistics 2009-2017, 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1310774  

Other sources 

Links to other sources (e.g. FWF annual reports) are listed at the end of this document 

(‘Suggestions for Further Reading’). 

5. Methods 

Besides the requirement to use a suitable mix of methods, the contractor is encouraged to 

use control groups and comparisons to benchmark benefits and/or challenges associated 

with FWF funding.  

Possible Control Groups 

The contractor should propose control groups to assess the added value of the SFBs and 

their effectiveness in terms of the resources used. For example, rejected SFB applications 

and funded stand-alone projects could serve as control groups. Also, sustainable effects 

could be assessed by tracking projects whose funding has phased out several years ago. 

International Comparisons  

Evaluations of other research funding institutions comparable to the FWF (e.g. DFG, SNF) 

should be taken into account, in particular, their experience with funding instruments similar 

to the SFBs. 

  

http://pf.fwf.ac.at/de/wissenschaft-konkret/project-finder
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.33934
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1310774
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6. Evaluation Questions and Recommendations 

The FWF would like the tender bids to include considerations regarding the following broad 

areas of questions and encourages prospective evaluators to suggest additional areas that 

might be important to consider. The FWF will work with the successful bidder to shape and 

prioritise these questions during a kick-off meeting.  

The evaluators are requested to find answers to the following sets of questions, to identify 

critical strengths and weaknesses, and to provide distinct suggestions for improvements: 

A: Were the objectives of the SFB programme fulfilled, in terms of 

 Support of outstanding research in Austria, e.g.:  

‒ quality of research conducted, esp. focusing on the achievement of major 

scientific/scholarly breakthroughs;  

‒ promotion of multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary research; 

‒ intensification of international cooperations; 

‒ improvement of the conditions for top-quality research and international 

competitiveness as well as visibility of Austrian research in general; 

 Enhancement of human resources in research, e.g.: 

‒ enhancing the attractiveness of university research in Austria for top-notch researchers 

from Austria and abroad; 

‒ improving gender-balanced orientation of research and education (increasing the share 

of women in top-quality research in Austria);  

‒ providing high-quality training and education for junior researchers by integrating them 

and their projects into top-notch research teams. 

 Achievement of broader effects on the Austrian science and research landscape, e.g.:  

‒ creation of sustainable research units with “critical mass” at Austrian research 

institutions  

‒ improving research profiles of universities and other research institutions in Austria 

(focusing on specific areas and coordination of these research focuses between 

institutions, i.e. “capacity-building effect”); 

‒ promoting dissemination strategies, science communication and knowledge transfer; 

‒ improving public awareness of top-quality research. 
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B. Are programme implementation and management appropriate and efficient in terms 

of: 

 Processes and resources (application, review, decision-making, monitoring and 

evaluation) 

 Evaluation scheme (selection criteria, evaluation indicators) 

 FWF regulations (guidelines, SFB statutes, contracts),  

 Assistance of FWF for applicants throughout the entire lifecycle of an SFB (from planning 

to termination)  

C. Meta-analysis: 

 In-depth analysis of how the SFB programme fits into the funding portfolio of the FWF as 

well as into the Austrian research funding landscape in general;  

7. Recommendations 

As a summary of the evaluation questions and recommendations, provable statements 

should finally address the following questions 

 How could/should the relevance of the SFB programme for the Austrian Science System 

and the entire National Innovation System (NIS) be improved, in terms of  

‒ changes in the strategic orientation (focus) of the SFB programme (i.e. science policy) 

as well as in the context of the entire NIS;  

‒ future structure and objectives of the SFB programme or a possible follow-up/ 

complementary programme  

 What could/should the FWF improve regarding 

‒ change of programme design (e.g., volume, duration, coherence, etc. of individual 

SFBs, volume of the entire programme, etc.) 

‒ changes in organisation and management of the programme  

‒ change in funding structure and volume  

‒ terminating the programme 
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8. Deliverables, Meetings and Presentations 

All deliverables and reports must be provided in English, some of them additionally in 

German. The final reports will be published.  

Reports: 

1) A final evaluation report (in English, 60 pages max., plus appendix) 

2) An executive summary (in English and German) no more than five pages in length 

3) A one-page summary (in English and German) 

4) A research publication in a peer-reviewed venue on a topic of choice by the evaluators 

after the evaluation is finalised 

 

Meetings and Presentations: 

1) Kick-off workshop 

2) Mid-term presentation 

3) Discussion of final report (draft version) 

4) Presentation of the final report plus public presentation 

9. Schedule 

Invitation to tender:   July 18, 2018 
Deadline for tenders:   October 1, 2018, 2:00 PM CET 
Invitation for hearings:   October 25, 2018 
Hearings:     November 7, 2018 
Decision:     November 14, 2018 
Kick-off workshop:   December 6, 2018, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM CET 
Mid-term presentation:    June 2019 
Final report (draft version):  October 2019 
Public presentation of final report: December 2019 

10. Price and Payments 

Prices must be fixed amounts, which are not subject to change and which include all charges 

including travel and subsistence expenses. The price must be presented as a lump sum; 

separately reimbursable expenses will not be accepted. The estimated travel and 

subsistence expenses considered necessary by the tenderer in order to carry out the study 

must be indicated separately (for information purposes only). 

The price quoted in the tender must be in euros. Tenderers from countries outside the euro 

zone are also subject to this requirement. The price quoted may not be adjusted for 

exchange rate fluctuations at any time. It is up to the tenderer to select an exchange rate and 

to assume the potential risks or benefits arising from any variations. 
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The total price for the services offered (including travel and subsistence expenses) is 

expected to be no more than € 80,000 excluding VAT. 

Payments: Three payments will be made under the contract. The first payment 

(corresponding to 20% of the contractually agreed price) will be effected after conclusion of 

the contract. The second (interim) payment (corresponding to 50% of the contractually 

agreed price) will be released after approval of the interim presentation and made within 30 

days of the approval date. Should the interim presentation not be approved, the contractor 

shall have 20 days to respond to suggested changes and to submit a revised document. 

Once the FWF approves the final deliverables, the contractor may request the final balance 

due (30%). 

11. Deadline for Tenders / Communication of Decisions 

Tenders must be submitted in writing by 2:00 PM CET October 1, 2018 at the latest 

(hardcopy to the FWF, Dr. Falk Reckling, Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna, Austria). A PDF 

version of the tender must also be sent to falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at prior to the deadline above. 

Evaluation consortia are welcomed. The FWF encourages cooperations with international 

partners. 

Hearings will take place in Vienna with at least one subgroup of tenderers. Decisions will be 

made by the FWF based on the suggestion of a panel. The members of this panel are: 

Klement Tockner (FWF), Gregor Weihs (FWF), Uwe von Ahsen (FWF), Sabine 

Haubenwallner (FWF), Falk Reckling (FWF), N.N. (FWF) and the independent international 

experts Rainer Lange (The German Council of Science and Humanities) and Marc Zbinden 

(Swiss National Science Foundation).  

Criteria are: (i) competences of the evaluation team: knowledge of the Austrian science 

system, experience and knowledge in research assessments; (ii) utility (to which extent will 

the evaluation outputs and recommendations help the FWF to meet its needs); (iii) feasibility 

and appropriateness of the approach with respect to the aims of the evaluation; and (iv) 

appropriateness of the costs. 

Important note: The FWF requests bidders with recent international research/research 

management/research funding activities in Austria and/or bidders recently commissioned by 

Austrian national ministries or other stakeholders in supporting the shaping of Austria’s 

Research, Technology and Innovation Policy to declare potential conflicts of interest.  

 

Contact person 

For details regarding the tender information about the SFB programme: 

Falk Reckling 

T: +43 1 505 67 40 8861 

M: +43 664 530 73 68 

falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at  

mailto:falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at
mailto:falk.reckling@fwf.ac.at
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12. Transparency of the Tender  

The tender is published on the FWF website and distributed via the FWF newsletter and 

fteval. Furthermore, an invitation has been sent to the following institutions: 

1. AIT – Austrian Institute for Technology 

Michael Dinges 
Tech Gate Vienna, Donau-City-Straße 1, A-1220 
Vienna 

 

2. Austrian Institute for SME Research 

Sonja Sheikh 
Gußhausstraße, 8, A-1040 Vienna 

 

3. TU Berlin  
Grit Laudel, Jochen Gläser 

Institut für Soziologie/ FG Techniksoziologie 
Fraunhoferstr. 33-36, D-10587 Berlin 
 

4. Convelop Cooperative Knowledge Design 
GmbH 

Karin Grasenick, Markus Gruber 
Bürgergasse 8-10/I, A-8010 Graz  
 

5. CWTS Leiden  

Paul Wouters 
Leiden University 
P.O. Box 905, NL – 2300 AX Leiden 
 

6. Fraunhofer ISI 

Susanne Bührer, Niclas Meyer 
Breslauer Straße 48, D-76139 Karlsruhe 
 

7. DZHW – Deutsches Zentrum für Hochschul- 
und Wissenschaftsforschung 

Sabine Hinze  
Goseriede 9, D-30159 Hannover 
 

8. IHS – Institute for Advanced Studies 

Sylvia Karl-Parzer  
Josefstädter Straße 39, A-1080 Vienna 
 

9. Joanneum Research 

Wolfgang Polt 
Haus der Forschung 
Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna 
 

10. King's College London  

Policy Institute 
Saba Hinrichs 
Virginia Woolf Building 
22 Kingsway, London, WC2B 6LE, UK 
 

11. NIFU 

Liv Langfeldt  
P. O. Box 2815 Tøyen, NOR - 0608 Oslo 

12. RAND Europe 

Steven Wooding 
Westbrook Centre/Milton Rd, Cambridge CB4 
1YG, UK 

 

13. SPRU - Science and Technology Policy 
Research 

Ben Martin 
University of Sussex. Sussex House 
Jubilee Building Jub-363 
Brighton, BN1 9RH, UK 

 

14. Technopolis Group 

Katharina Warta 
Technopolis Group Limited 
3 Pavilion Buildings, 
Brighton, BN1 1EE, UK 
 

15. The University of Manchester 

Jakob Edler, John Rigby 
Harold Hankins Building-9.08 
Manchester Business School 
Manchester, M13 9PL, UK 

 
16. University of Twente 

Science, Technology, and Policy Studies (STəPS) 
Stefan Kuhlmann 
MB- STəPS 
PO Box 217, NL-7500 AE Enschede 
 

17. WIFO - Austrian Institute of Economic 
Research 

Jürgen Janger 
Arsenal, Objekt 20, PF 91, A-1103 Vienna 
 

18. WU Wien 

André Martinuzzi 
Welthandelsplatz 1, A-1020 Vienna 
 

19. ZSI – Centre for Social Innovation 

Elke Dall, Klaus Schuch 
Linke Wienzeile 246, A-1150 Vienna 
 

20. WPZ – Research GmbH 

Brigitte Ecker 
Mariahilfer Strasse 115/16, A-1060 Wien 

http://www.ait.ac.at/
mailto:Michael.dinges@ait.ac.at
http://www.kmuforschung.ac.at/
mailto:s.sheikh@kmuforschung.ac.at
http://www.tu-berlin.de/
mailto:grit.laudel@tu-berlin.de
mailto:jochen.glaser@ztg.tu-berlin.de
http://www.convelop.at/
mailto:karin.grasenick@convelop.at
mailto:markus.gruber@convelop.at
mailto:https://www.cwts.nl/
mailto:p.f.wouters@cwts.leidenuniv.nl
http://www.isi.fraunhofer.de/
mailto:susanne.buehrer@isi.fraunhofer.de
mailto:niclas.meyer@isi.fraunhofer.de
http://www.dzhw.eu/
mailto:hinze@dzhw.eu
http://www.ihs.ac.at/
mailto:parzer@ihs.ac.at
http://www.joanneum.at/
mailto:wolfgang.polt@joanneum.at
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/policy-institute/people/staff/hinrichs.aspx
mailto:saba.hinrichs@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.nifu.no/en/
mailto:liv.langfeldt@nifu.no
https://www.rand.org/randeurope.html
mailto:Steven_Wooding@rand.org
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/spru/
mailto:B.Martin@sussex.ac.uk
http://www.technopolis-group.com/site/
mailto:warta@technopolis-group.com
http://www.mbs.ac.uk/research
mailto:jakob.edler@mbs.ac.uk
mailto:john.rigby@mbs.ac.uk
https://www.utwente.nl/en/bms/steps/
mailto:s.kuhlmann@utwente.nl
http://www.wifo.ac.at/
mailto:Juergen.Janger@wifo.ac.at
http://www.sustainability.eu/
mailto:andre.martinuzzi@wu.ac.at
https://www.zsi.at/en/home
mailto:dall@zsi.at
mailto:schuch@zsi.at
http://www.wpz-research.com/
mailto:brigitte.ecker@wpz-research.com
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13. Suggestions for further reading1 

Austrian Research System 

Bundesgesetz zur Förderung der Forschung und Technologieentwicklung (Forschungs- und 

Technologieförderungsgesetz - FTFG) 

Austrian Research and Technology Report 2018  

The Austrian Research and Technology Reports are status reports to the Austrian parliament 

on the nation’s federally funded research, technology and innovation. The report draws on 

current data to present an overview of specific trends in research, technology and innovation 

(RTI) and show how Austria ranks internationally in selected categories. 

Report on Austria’s Scientific and Technological Capability (2018) 

The Austrian Council has carried out a provisional assessment in which it explored the 

following questions: How is the implementation of the RTI strategy progressing? Where does 

the Austrian RTI system stand today? Will the goals set out in the RTI strategy be achieved? 

Will Austria be an innovation leader in 2020? How much energy and how many resources 

are needed to actually achieve this goal? 

The Leverage Potential of the European Research Area for Austria’s Ambition to Become 
One of the Innovation Leaders in Europe – A Comparative Study of Austria, Sweden and 
Denmark. 
Against the background of an apparent loss of dynamics of the Austrian research and 

innovation system, and the danger of missing the target of the Austrian STI strategy from 

2011 to advance among the ranks of the innovation leaders, the ERA Council Forum Austria 

commissioned a study at the beginning of 2015 which should identify the main gaps and 

barriers for Austria to become an innovation leader, the role of Austrian universities and their 

potential contribution to this goal, and to compare Austria to “innovation leaders”, especially 

Denmark and Sweden, focusing on learning from their performance and practices. 

Stärkefelder im Innovationssystem: Wissenschaftliche Profilbildung und wirtschaftliche 

Synergien (2015) (German only) 

Die österreichische Forschungspolitik steht vor der Herausforderung des weiteren Ausbaus 

des Forschungsstandorts und der besseren Verzahnung zwischen den 

Forschungsaktivitäten der Hochschulen, außeruniversitären Forschungseinrichtungen und 

Unternehmen. Die vorliegende Studie soll die Stärken und Schwächen sowie die 

Wettbewerbsfähigkeit des österreichischen Forschungs- und Innovationssystems – in dieser 

Studie als Forschungsraum definiert – beschreiben und analysieren. 

FWF Annual Reports 

Including mission statement, overview of grants, numbers of applications and approvals, 

funding requested/approved; German or English from 2010 onward.  

                                                

1  FWF does NOT expect the evaluators to consider all of these suggestions in their report. 

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10009523
https://www.bmvit.gv.at/innovation/publikationen/technologieberichte/downloads/ftb_2018.pdf
http://www.rat-fte.at/performance-report.html
https://era.gv.at/object/event/1799/attach/0_Vergleichsstudie_AT-SE-DK.pdf
https://era.gv.at/object/event/1799/attach/0_Vergleichsstudie_AT-SE-DK.pdf
https://era.gv.at/object/event/1799/attach/0_Vergleichsstudie_AT-SE-DK.pdf
https://bmbwf.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/wissenschaft/publikationen/forschung/AT_Forschungsraum_Endbericht.pdf
https://bmbwf.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/wissenschaft/publikationen/forschung/AT_Forschungsraum_Endbericht.pdf
file:///C:/Users/fjrre/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MCJSMMXP/German
http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/about-the-fwf/publications/
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Principles of the FWF Decision-Making Procedure 

The document General principles of the FWF decision-making procedure provides a brief 

overview of the application process, from the submission of proposals to the peer review 

process and the final funding decision. The process described in the document forms the 

basis for all FWF programmes. In certain programmes, exceptions to the general decision-

making principles are possible; these exceptions are described in separate documents. 

Guidelines, Application Forms: https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-

programmes/special-research-programmes-sfb/  

Final Reports of the SFBs: Will be provided by the FWF. 

FWF Papers on Self-Evaluation: https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/about-the-fwf/publications/  

Studies on FWF ex ante peer review / Studies on outcomes of FWF projects / Survey on 

FWF 2014 

Evaluation Reports – FWF  

 Edler, J. et al. (2004): Research Network Programmes Evaluation for the Austrian Science 

Fund  

 Arnold, E. et al. (2004): Evaluation of the Austrian Industrial Research Promotion Fund 

(FFF) and the Austrian Science Fund (FWF)  

 Streicher, G. et al. (2004): Evaluation FWF Impact Analysis  

 Bührer, S. et al. (2016): Evaluation START/ Wittgenstein  

 Degelsegger-Marquéz, A. et al. (2018): Portfolio Evaluation: FWF International 

Programmes 

Studies, Other Publications 

 Van Wijk, E. & Costas-Comesaña, R. (CWTS 2012): Bibliometric Study of FWF Austrian 

Science Fund 2001-2010/11  

 OECD Country Report on Austria (to be published Dec 2018) 
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